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Join my guest, Dr. Kwame Harrison, and | as we talk about the roots of hip-
hop, the dynamics of underground hip-hop, and the connection between
race and rap music. Our conversation moves from the relationship between
race and hip hop to the life of the writing and Green Book founder James
"Billboard" Jackson. The premise of Hamilton rings true, "Who tells your
story?" We talk about untold stories like Jackson and why some lives get
highlighted and other do not.

Episode Notes:

e Dr. Harrison's books on Amazon
e Whodini-Five minutes of Funk on YouTube
e James "Billboard" Jackson article

Links:

e Link to episode on Soundcloud
e Linkto episode on Apple Podcasts

Relevant Terms, Topics, or Courses

e Race and ethnicity
e Anthropology

e Ethnography

e Hip-Hop

e History of rap

e Culture

e Sociology of Culture
e Music and Society

Classroom Discussion Questions:

1. Whose untold stories exist for the people in your life? Family members?
Friends? People you’ve read about?


https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3AAnthony+Kwame+Harrison&s=relevancerank&text=Anthony+Kwame+Harrison&ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mostpopularpod.com%2F&source_ve_path=MzY4NDIsMjg2NjQsMTY0NTAz&feature=emb_share&v=kwbtgcAo20k
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jackson-james-albert-billboard-1878-1960/
https://soundcloud.com/mostpopular/wendy-givoglu-interview?si=03115d316c8040ffac01fb9efced918e&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/mostpopular/underground-hip-hop-and-untold-stories?si=40df9a8ef13a42ea893ec8624ca68a2b&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

2. What is your first memory of a song or piece of music that made an
impact on you?

3. Isthere a group of people that you could see yourself becoming a part
of in order to study their way of life?

4. Discuss how an ethnography of a contemporary musician could be

structured. For example, following a band/performer on tour.
. Why do some stories of people’s lives go untold?
6. Look up James “Billboard Jackson.” Was his life ahead of its time?
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Want an additional assignment that focuses on music and society? Contact me using
the links below.
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